The Young Hegelians mark the beginning of modern theories of society and cultural criticism, for it is from their writings that the genesis of almost every alternative political movement of our time derives. In no other period was philosophical thought conceived in such a close relationship to political movements and social change. Interest in the Young Hegelians has grown consistently since the forties as a result of the publication of Marx's early works. Western scholars realized that, particularly on the basis of Marx's Manuskripte, a revision of the birth of communist theory would be necessary. Therefore they turned their attention to the period of 1838-1848 to discover the nature of this important process in the disintegration of Hegel's philosophical hegemony. Although it is impossible to speak of a systematic aesthetic position, the Young Hegelians consistently tried to relate the art process to the social conditions determining it. Thus, the work of art was not evaluated by means of content analysis alone but rather in relation to the conditions that it reflects and which affect it. Thus, Ruge and Prutz provide real insights into the historical determination and function of literature, but at the same time, they never question their own idealistic assumptions about the role of intellectual and ideological factors in changing society. 
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